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MISSION
The Erie Playhouse enriches the greater Erie region by providing  

life-long opportunities to participate in quality theatre.

VISION
The Playhouse’s artistic vision is to entertain, educate and enrich our community by 
providing diverse audiences with an opportunity to see live theatre by presenting 
affordable, high-quality productions that reflect and enlighten our community. The 
Playhouse pursues three basic artistic goals:

♦	 The presentation of musical and dramatic theatre experiences which excite, 
challenge and transform Playhouse performers and audiences.  Each season is 
a fusion of mainstream and contemporary works that appeal to a wide-range of 
performers and audience.
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♦	 Theatre training that empowers and inspires artists of all ages. 
The education and training programs cater to young people, 
emerging artists, and amateur performers and musicians.  

♦	 The production of quality theatrical experiences within 
realistic means. 

Honk 2015

Kiss Me, Kate 2016

The Snow Queen 2016Sondheim on Sondheim 2016

Nice Work If You Can Get It 2016



MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MARKING 99 SEASONS OF EXCITING THEATRE

The best part of my job is not just seeing the creativity and services firsthand, but hearing about 
the positive changes that experiences at the Erie Playhouse are making in people’s lives. Being 
on the receiving end of these testimonials is incredibly rewarding, and I always look forward to 
receiving these notes as they fuel my passion for our mission.

For 99 years, the Playhouse has served our region through the production of theater that strives 
for excellence while remaining affordable and accessible to all. Since our modest grassroots 
beginnings on 99 borrowed funeral chairs in the Reed Hotel to our current home on 10th Street, we 
have grown to serve a wider community by fostering outreach programs to introduce people of all 
ages and walks of life to the joys and possibilities of theater.

We are only as strong as our relationships with our stakeholders and our community. This is one 
reason that we share our annual report with you, our supporters. With immense gratitude,  
we celebrate the support of our donors and patrons with every performance that receives a 
standing ovation, with every hand raised in a drama class, and with every “ah ha” moment in  
our preschool outreach. 

We owe our success to our passionate contributors, past and present, whether they be performer, 
audience member, volunteer, donor or employee. Because of you, the Playhouse will continue to 
forge ahead, engaging people in the transformative power of theater, stimulating conversation and 
encouraging artistic skill and creativity.

						      See you at the theatre,

							       Almitra Clerkin
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Special thanks to our 2015-2016  
Mainstage and Youtheatre season sponsors.



MEET THE YATES FAMILY
2016-2017 ANNUAL FUND CHAIRS

“In the Circle of Life, it’s the wheel of fortune”…is the perfect lyric to introduce the Yates Family. Their 
fortunate journey with the Erie Playhouse began in 1981 when mom, Trish Yates, auditioned for her first 
show and played Maria opposite Shawn Clerkin as Tony in West Side Story. This became the first of many 
memorable moments shared at the Playhouse. Trish went on to marry Bruce Yates who joined in her love 
for the theatre as he played in the orchestra and went on to conduct many Mainstage productions. 

Her daughter Devon was on the stage before she was even born! Devon went on to play her first role as 
Mary in The Secret Garden alongside mom on stage and dad conducting in the pit.  Devon continued that 
love attending Baldwin Wallace for musical theatre and eventually moved to NYC to pursue a career as an 
actress.  She just finished a run of Mamma Mia! as the mother, Donna.

Youtheatre and Mainstage productions were a natural part of their family lives and when son Jesse came 
along, he found himself backstage “helping the crew” at a very early age. He made his Mainstage debut as 
Danny Zuko in Grease where he met the love of his life, Rizzo, Jenna Lindberg. They have played opposite 
each other on stage and will now tie the knot in real life this May!

At present, Bruce is a music teacher at General McLane and Trish works in the arts producing musicals and 
running her own vocal studio. These days, she also enjoys working as Kate Kneubert-Lechner’s assistant 
with PLAYtime, a Playhouse program to promote literacy through the arts for children two to five years of 
age. 

It is no surprise that the Playhouse has been the constant thread in the Yates’ household keeping the family 
connected.  Friends, family, love, marriage and a lifetime of joy have all been a part of this journey and the 
whole family is honored to be selected as the 2016-2017 annual fund chairs as we continue to “find our 
place on a path unwinding in the circle of life” at the Playhouse.
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Bruce, Trish, Jenna Lindberg, Devon and Jesse Yates

As I reflected on our time at the Playhouse preparing for this article, I was emotional and joyful.  
I remember my mother passed away during the run of Grease and my out of town family all 
watching Jesse on stage the night before her funeral. I remember my husband surprising me 
on stage with a 30-year wedding renewal right at curtain call of Sunset Boulevard. I remember 
getting married during the run of West Side Story, and Almi and Shawn Clerkin getting married 
the very same day!  So many important moments in my life. I hope my words capture the true 
love I have for the Playhouse! TrishTrish and Bruce renew their 

wedding vows on stage of Sunset 
Boulevard 2016, with life-long 
friend, Shawn Clerkin.

Devon, center, Mamma Mia!



2015-2016 GRANTS
American Tinning and Galvanizing Company – Neighborhood 
Assistance Program for PLAYtime pre-K Program

Erie Arts and Culture – Programming and Operations

The Erie Community Foundation – Facility Improvements

Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority – Lead Asset Sustainability 
and Programming Growth

Gannon University Erie GAINS – Outreach to Emerson-Gridley 
School

PA Council on the Arts - Programming 

PA Council on the Arts - Professional Staff Development  

Schuster Re-Grant Initiative – Arts Accessibility 

United Way of Erie County - PLAYtime Pre-K Program

UPMC Health Plan – Neighborhood Assistance Program for 
PLAYtime Pre-K Program

2015-2016 SPONSORS
SEASON SPONSOR
LECOMHealth

FAMILY SEASON SPONSOR
UPMC Health Plan

SHOW AND EVENT SPONSORS
A Friend of the Erie Playhouse

Connoisseur Media

Cumulus Media

Dusckas-Taylor Funeral Home

Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority

Erie Beer

The Erie Community Foundation

Erie GAINS 

Erie Insurance Group

Erie Playhouse WING

Erie Reader

Erie Times News

Gannon University

GoErie.com

The Housing Authority of the City of Erie

Lamar Advertising

Larese Floral Design

Lincoln Recycling

Marquette Savings Bank

National Fuel Gas Company

Nautilus Fitness & Racquet Club

Newline Creations

Organ Supply Industries

Penn Shore Vineyard

PNC

Printing Concepts, Inc.

Saint Mary’s Home of Erie

Widget Financial

WJET/FOX 66/YourErie.com

WMCE

5PLAYtime at Downtown YMCA 2015



WHAT IS EITC?
Offered by the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED), the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 
program allows businesses to receive significant tax credits when they 
contribute to qualified educational improvement organizations such as the 
Erie Playhouse. Funding from the EITC program allows us to bring increased 
educational opportunities to thousands of children annually, thereby 
continuing its mission to provide educational and cultural enrichment to 
children in Erie County. This program only funds innovative educational 
programs that are pre-approved by the DCED. It does not fund general 
operating expenses. 

WHAT ARE EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT ORGANIZATIONS?
Educational Improvement Organizations (EIOs) are non-profit organizations 
that have been approved by DCED for participation in the EITC program. To 
become an EIO, the non-profit must apply to the DCED to show how their 
programs improve the educational opportunities for children. Since 2007, 
the Erie Playhouse has been designated an eligible EIO with seven approved 
programs.

WHAT BUSINESSES ARE ELIGIBLE?
Businesses that pay the following Pennsylvania taxes are eligible: Corporate 
Net Income Tax, Capital Stock Franchise Tax, Bank and Trust Company 
Shares Tax, Title Insurance Companies Shares Tax, Insurance Premiums Tax, 
and Mutual Thrift Institutions Tax.

WHY SHOULD YOU GIVE?
Your business will receive a 90% tax credit if you sign up for two years 
in the program and a 75% tax credit if you sign up for one year. Eligible 
businesses can receive up to $200,000 in tax credits per taxable year. 
Plus, you are helping support the Erie Playhouse’s educational programs.

For more information on the application process and how your business can support the Erie Playhouse through the EITC Program,  
please contact Teri Marshall at 814.454.2852, ext. 4.

EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDIT 
CHANGING CHILDRENS’ LIVES

The Erie Playhouse would like to thank the following 
companies for supporting our innovative  

Educational Improvement Tax Credit Programs.

Erie Insurance
LifeServices Equity Partnership

MacDonald Illig
MAXPRO Technologies

Scott Enterprises
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Long-time Playhouse family member Matt Sherr, Kate Neubert-Lechner and 
Matt’s husband Sandro Barbosa



Donors who wish to ensure that future generations are able to experience 
the joy of live theatre can do so by becoming a member of the Elisha H. 
Mack Community Bequest Society. Through planned giving, you can find 
the charitable gift plan that best fits your goals for your family, finances and 
philanthropy.
BEQUESTS The simplest way to make a planned gift is to name the Erie 
Playhouse in your will.  You can make a bequest of a certain dollar amount, a 
particular piece of property, a percentage of your estate, or a “residual” (what is 
left after making specific provisions for loved ones).
GIFTS FROM LIFE INSURANCE OR RETIREMENT PLANS Another option is to 
name the Playhouse as a beneficiary of your life insurance or retirement plan. 
When the original purpose for such plans no longer applies – such as to educate 
children now grown or to provide financial security for a spouse – these assets 
can be redirected to help support a cause you value.
GIFTS THAT PAY YOU INCOME If you’d like to support our mission and receive 
steady payments during your retirement years, a charitable gift annuity or 
charitable remainder trust may be right for you.

SUPPORTING THE ERIE PLAYHOUSE  
THROUGH A PLANNED GIFT 

JOIN THE ELISHA H. MACK BEQUEST SOCIETY 
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Elisha H. Mack, the founder of the Boston Store in 1935, 
established a community fund that eventually became The Erie 
Community Foundation. In recognition of his spirit of giving, 
The Erie Community Foundation created The Elisha H. Mack 
Community Bequest Society to recognize donors who include 
The Erie Community Foundation or any of its Agency Endowment 
Funds in their estate-planning.  

If you would like to have a confidential dialogue about supporting the Erie Playhouse with 
a planned gift, please contact Susannah Weis Frigon at The Erie Community Foundation at 
814.454.0843 or sfrigon@eriecommunityfoundation.org or Almitra Clerkin at 814.454.2852 
ext. 7 or almi@erieplayhouse.org to support the Erie Playhouse in perpetuity.

A LOVERLY EVENING
PLAYHOUSE AND PHILHARMONIC COLLABORATE ON  

MY FAIR LADY 
On May 21, 2016, the Erie Playhouse joined forces with the Erie Philharmonic to 
bring a fully-staged concert of Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe’s masterpiece, 
My Fair Lady, to life at the Warner Theatre. The orchestra and 20 costumed actors 
shared the stage. The leads included Kate Neubert-Lechner as Eliza Doolittle, Shawn 
Clerkin as Henry Higgins, Barry McAndrew as Colonel Pickering, and Julian Decker 
as Freddy Eynsford-Hill. Hundreds of concert goers also purchased tickets to attend 
the pre-concert reception in the Warner Theatre lobby and post-show party at the 
Boston Store Place. These events were catered by Bill Miller of Sabella’s Catering.

“It’s always such a joy to perform with the Erie Phil,” said Playhouse Executive 
Director Almitra Clerkin, who codirected the show with Andrew Rainbow, Playhouse 
Music Director. “We’re very excited about this collaborative effort, especially 
because this is one of the best-crafted musicals you’ll find.” The Erie Phil now “lives” 
on 10th Street with the Playhouse, just two doors west on the 3rd floor offices in the 
Meiser Building.

This collaboration was a significant fundraising event for both organizations,  
sharing the profits evenly.

Barry McAndrew as Pickering (left) with Shawn 
Clerkin as Higgins (right) are enthralled by Rich 
Tryzbiak as Doolittle (center) as Maestro Daniel 
Meyer and the orchestra look on.

The ensemble encircles Kate Neubert-Lechner 
(Eliza) in Wouldn’t It Be Loverly.



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FISCAL YEAR IN REVIEW

During the 2016 fiscal year, the Erie Playhouse turned in another strong, 
positive financial performance and launched fundraising plans for major 
capital improvements and building our endowment. We introduced 
educational and outreach initiatives that better serve the needs of our 
community. Our continued success is due to the support of our many sponsors, 
partners, donors, patrons, board members and dedicated staff and volunteers. 
We are pleased to report a fiscal report showing a surplus balance of $105,657 
on an operating budget of $1.3 million.

*(Unaudited report)

Other
$39,232

Mainstage Productions 
$692,150

General & Administrative 
$272,870

Marketing
$107,236

Youtheatre Productions  
& Educational Programs 

$62,880

Fundraising 
$86,317

REVENUE $1,366,342

FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2016
EXPENSES $1,260,685

Playbill 
$30,980

Grants
$225,178

Fundraising
$340,260

Youtheatre Ticket Sales  
& Educational Programs

$111,481

Other 
$213,405

Sponsorships  
$95,540

Mainstage Ticket Sales
$349,498
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Richard Merwin (left) with Susan and Charles Furr attend the Annual Donor Dinner held at the 
Sheraton Hotel.
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SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE 2ND CENTURY
MAJOR FUNDRAISING PLANNED FOR 100TH SEASON
Since the first production in 1916, the Erie Playhouse has come a long way. As we move toward our 
second century, we are proud that we have continued the vision of founder, Henry Vincent, to build 
a participatory, community organization that promotes and celebrates live theatre. We are now at 
a critical junction. To continue the tradition of artistic excellence, we set a goal to raise 2.4 million 
dollars through a grassroots appeal. 

To meet the needs that current theatre demands and ensure patron comfort, 1.4 million dollars 
will go to sink the orchestra pit, create under-the-stage green room and storage, purchase new 
lighting/dimmer system, replace HVAC system, add a backstage restroom and remodel all theatre 
restrooms. Construction is scheduled to begin after Oklahoma! closes on July 23, 2017.

So that everyone can “share” in the future of the Playhouse, we are also creating a one million 
dollar endowment by selling 10,000 shares at $100 each. The interest earned will be reinvested in 
education, outreach and productions.

If you would like to play a part in the renovations or endowment, we have enclosed a remittance 
envelope for your convenience. If you have any questions, please contact Almitra Clerkin at 
814.454.2852 ext. 7 or almi@erieplayhouse.org.

Thank you to those who have shared their generous support to date. We look forward to all of you 
participating in the Playhouse future through this effort.
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ANNUAL FUND SURPASSES GOAL
YOUR GIFT COUNTS

Thanks to YOU, we successfully exceeded our annual 
fund goal yet again. We are pleased to report that under 
the leadership of Mike Karns, the annual fund campaign 
raised $184,357, surpassing its $175,000 goal for fiscal 
year 2016. Six hundred thirty-four individuals made 
donations, including a record-breaking 238 first-time 
donors!

Like most other non-profit community theatres, we 
charge less than the actual cost for productions and 
programming. We make up the difference through 
tax-deductible giving opportunities, such as the annual 
fund, the primary source that bridges the gap between 
fees charged and overall operating costs.  That is why the 
Annual Fund is critical; it makes it possible to pursue the 
excellence in everything we do.

LAUNCH OF 100th ANNIVERSARY AT DONOR DINNER
SKYPE WITH MIKE
On Tuesday, November 17, Keith and Kelly Kennedy, 
the 2015 annual fund chairs, hosted the donor 
appreciation dinner and 100th anniversary launch 
party in the Harlequin Ballroom at the Sheraton Erie 
Bayfront. Following cocktails and hor d’oeuvres, guests 
enjoyed a three-course meal with wine pairing. Kudos 
to Thomas Bedner, Sheraton Food and Beverage 
Manager, and his entire staff, for the creative menu that 
was impeccably prepared and served.

Almitra Clerkin, Executive Director, publicly unveiled 
for the first time SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE 2ND 
CENTURY, the ambitious plan to complete theatre 
renovations and build an endowment. Please refer to page nine to read details of the plan.

Mike Karns, the 99th season annual fund chair, skyped from the set of Hamilton in New York City with 
our guests. Mike, who did his first Playhouse production when he was in 5th grade, is the founder and 

CEO of Marathon Live Entertainment, a producing 
and social media marketing company, as well as a 
Broadway producer.

Msgr. Tom McSweeney offered the blessing and 
Playhouse talent entertained the guests.

Front row: Patrick Thiem, Shawn Clerkin, Leah Johnson, 
Andrew Rainbow. Back row: Msgr. Tom McSweeney, Brendan 
Daugherty, Kate Neubert-Lechner, Christine Daugherty, 
John Burton.

 

Loretto and 
Pierre Bellicini 
from LECOM 

enjoy the evening 
at the  launch of 

the 100th Season

Almitra Clerkin, Noel Burgoyne, Betsy Guelcher, Joan 
Harf and Bobbi Pollock celebrate the evening’s success.



Thank you to our 2015-2016 
Fund Drive Contributors 

The following businesses, foundations and 
individuals made gifts to the Erie Playhouse and 
are listed according to Circle of Friends levels. Their 
support touched thousands of lives in the community. 
Contributors are updated in every Mainstage Playbill 
and prior to each performance on our preshow video.
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Producer Circle
($2,500 +)
+Anonymous
+Don & Susan Baxter
+Richard & Victoria Brogdon
Erie Community Foundation
+Erie Insurance Matching Gifts 

Program
GE Matching Grant Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. R. T. Guelcher
Anonymous
+The Kennedy Family
The Kern Family Foundation
Lawrence Park Athletic Association
Mary & Howard Lincoln
Sara J. Mapstone & Georgi 

Harrington
Marco & Betsy Monsalve
Barbara R. Pollock
Sister Act Audiences
Marquette Savings Bank
Vorsheck Family Foundation, Inc.

Director Circle
($1,000-$2,499)
+Rebecca & Evan Adair
+Jim & Wendy Bahm
Networking Technologies
+Jim & Mary Ann Baldauf
+Shelly & David Benjamin
+Leo & Teresa Brugger
Dr. Michael Butler & Family
Carla W. Clark
Gary & Emy Dougan
+Nancy & Dave Eichelsdorfer
+The Anonymous Fund of the Erie 

Community Foundation
+South Erie Turners
Greg & Janis Filbeck
+Dr. Brad & Becky Fox
Dr.  Doug & Kathy Grisier
Thomas B. & Susan Hirt Hagen
Mel Hirst
+Bruce & Nancy Kern
In Honor of Jim & Marion Schneider
Christy & Bob Koontz
Carl Larese
+Tom & Cindy Madura
Printing Concepts

Dale & Lynn McBrier
+Robert W. & Mercedes McNutt
+Anonymous
+Douglas & Deborah Murphy
Organ Supply Industries, Inc.
+Paul Ostergaard
Plyler Overhead Door Co.
Anonymous
+Lois & Nels Sandberg
+Judith Selling
Barbara & Jeffrey Shivers
Dr. & Mrs. Barry D. Stamm
The Gerard T. Uht, Sr. Family Fund of 

the Erie Community Foundation
+Hillert & Lorraine Vitt
Sam & Cheryl Ward
William A. J. (Bill) Williams
Joanna & Roger Zurn

Benefactor Circle
($600-$999)
+Chevron Humankind Matching 

Gift Program
Shawn & Almitra Clerkin
+Richard Davis & Jerry Gill
+John & Claire Fair
Michael & Patricia Hall
+Dr. & Mrs. Leonard J. Kuzma
Seth & Teri Marshall
Nancy & Michael Meyer
Ann B. Moffatt
+Mary Nelson Fund of the Erie 

Community Foundation
Dr. Cassie Harrington & Dr. Timothy 

Pelkowski
Joan F. Rutkowski
Atty. and Mrs. James Toohey
+Bruce & Phyllis Vollbrecht
Dr. & Mrs. Michael R. Watts

Sustainer Circle
($300-$599)
+Bruce & Kathleen Arkwright
+Jane & Gil Asher
Ron, Bonnie & Tim Barthelmes
Dr. Warren & Christine Beaver
Mark Becker
+Richard D. & Judith L. Bliley
Jasse Camacho Vera
Anonymous
Jean R. Clemente
Eilene Clemente
Theresa Conti
+Charles Corritore
Erie Press Systems
+Mr. & Mrs. James Dammeyer
Dr. David & Linda Dulabon
Contine Corporation
Greg & Debbie Engel
George & Cynda Espy
+Gary & Deb Faulkner
Pat & Linda Federici
+Robert & Christie Ferrier
Jim & Linda Fleming
Marion Gallivan
David Glod
+Jim & Nancy Griffey
+The John P. & Billie R. Grunden 

Fund of The Erie Community 
Foundation

+Prof. David J. Gustafson
+Mike & Lynn Halasz
Luke & Kristen Henry
+David & Sandra Herman
+Daniel & Denise Hesch
Keith & Kathy Holler
+Derek & Rebekah Holmes
+Thomas & Barbara Hutzelman

+Peg & Phil Iobst
Paul King
+Juanita & Philip Kleckner
+Dr. & Mrs. Dave Kruszewski
Dee Lasher
Kathy & Dave Lastowski
+Lowell & Barbara Lucore
Bob Martin
Michael P. Martin
David & Mary Mumford
+Alan & Suzanne Natalie & Family
Jill & Lawrence Over
+Sue & George Pfeiffer
Marge & Chuck Phillips
+Carol Lee Restifo
Al & Peggy Richardson
Steven J. Ropski & Melanie 

Gustafson Ropski
+Bishop Sean & Carly Rowe
Martha Schaaf
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Schaaf
+Robin Scheppner
Ann & Thad Scott
+Scott & Mary Ann Sesler
Janet C. Sesler
+Marilyn A. Sharp
Dr. Doris Snell
Circolo Nazionale Lodge #122
+George Strenio
+Tevis Family
Gerry & Peggy Trichel
UBS Community Affairs & 

Corporate Responsibility
+Mr. & Mrs. William J. Ulrich, Sr.
Jerry & Holly Villella
Bob & JoAnn Wagner
+Al & Beverly Walz
Bruce & Janice Wittmershaus
Caroline Wolff
George & Betty Zehner

Supporter Circle
($125-$299)
Anonymous
Catherine Anderson
Diane Baumgardner
John & Barbara Beatty
Doris M. Becker
Bill Behmke
Sheryl Bennett
Joan & Boyd Bert
Carol S. Bliss
Ed & Linda Buetikofer
+Noel J. Burgoyne
Beth & Nat Burnside
Diane Verdecchia Byrne
Dave & Debbie Carter
Bob & Carol Chitester
John & Judy Cipriani
+Dr. Ron & Kelly Craig & Family
Kathy & Dan Dahlkemper
+Dale R. DeMarco
Atty. Mark & Amy Denlinger
David & Beverly Doupe
+Christine McCloskey Eacho
+Charles J. Eisert
+Karen L. Etter
John & Arlene Evans
+Lynn Falk
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Federowicz, CPA
Paul Fellinger & Mary Ford
Dick & Sandra Fry
Doug & Kate Fugate
Jim & Tammy Gandolfo
Julie & Gregg Garcia
+Fred & Jackie Garnon
Gas Grill Raffle
+Carol George & Tom Laska
+Joyce Gerry
Janice Giltinan
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+Vic & Judy Glembocki
+Jim & Sandy Globa
+Mrs. Dawn Gloss
Steve & Nancy Gorman
+Gary & Connie Haibach
+Mr. and Mrs. Walter Harf
+Patrick & Kristin Headley
Garth & Peggy Hetz
Bill & Martha Hilbert
+Patricia Hill
Joseph & Mary Hohman
Lynette Hughes
Maureen Jeffreys
+Geri Kaufmann
Bruce & Bonnie Kern
Slovak National Club
Howard & Janet Krack
Anonymous
+Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Laughlin
+Sue & Bob Lechner
Jim & Susan Leri
David & Julie Lewis
Jerry & Emily Longo
+Renie & Brady Louis
+Mark & Diane Lugin
Joan & Frank Mainzer
Michael & Jean Malthaner
+Jean McMillin & David Morphy
+Elizabeth M. Miller
+Anonymous
Forrest & Shirley Mischler
+Betty L. Motsch
+Mike & Karen Nasca
+Lisa Nathanson & Jan Woods
+Mary Lou Neithamer
Neithamer Donor Designated 

Fund of the Erie Community 
Foundation

+Anonymous
Roger & Marcella Nickerson
+Zackery Niebauer
Rol & Marge Nord
American Legion Carl Neff Post 571
PNC Bank Foundation
Kristin Prechtel
+Dick & Willie Rahner
+Tracy & George Riedesel
Gene & Marcia Rougeux
+Ron & Cindi Ruf
Pat & John Rushe
+Chester Sceiford
In Memory of Jaci Schmidt
+Carol E. Schroeck
The Scibetta Family Fund at the Erie 

Community Foundation
Barbara & Gary Shapira
Society of Holy Trinity
Mrs. Kathleen Spafford
Knights of St. John
Ron & Mary Kay Sturga
Leo & Linda Swantek
+Sharon R. Taton
Robert Taylor
David & Mary Teufel
Richard & Diane Valahovic
Randy & Amy Valentine
+David & Barbara Wagner
Rahul & Nisha Warrier
+Mrs. Dawn L. Weborg
Julie & Phil Wilson
+The Yates Family

Friend Circle
($1-$124)
+Warren & Patricia Adams
Destiny Aldridge
Anonymous

Dan & Christina Alfieri
In Memory of John M. Alleruzzo
+A Friend
Anonymous
Kate Amatuzzo
Stefanie Ambro
Alyson Amendola Cummings
Cherie & David Andersen
John & BreeAnn Anderson
Jenny & Garrett Andrae
Bob Angelucci
Joan M. August
Ann J. Baloga
Joe & Sandy Barbaro
Bridget & John Barber
Michael & Jacqueline Barber
+Mike & Tammy Batchelor
Gabe Bayle
Anonymous
Pierre & Loretto Bellicini
John & Anne Bender
Judy Benedict
Sr. M. Kevin Berdis
Ed & Yvonne Proctor
+Tracy Bishop
Anonymous
In Memory of Mary S. Blakeslee
Susan & Tom Blecki
Tania Bogatova
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Bosner
+David Briggs
James & Rosemary Brojek
Michalee & Mike Brown
Richard & Norann Brugger
Meghan Bucheral
The Bukoski Family
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bukowski

+Kathleen & Thomas Burik
Atty. Michael E. Burns
Mark & Melissa Buseck
Joe & Betsy Butoryak
Mr. & Mrs. James Buzzard
Anonymous
+Anonymous
Gerald & Christina Campbell
Drew & Nadia Carlin
Cindy Carlson
+Emily K. Cassano
Judy Cassano
Atty. Terrence & Nancy 

Cavanaugh
+Rosanne Cheeseman &  

James Van Deurzen
Dr. Ravi Chekka, MD
Emma Sue Cherico
Glenn & Sue Chichester
+Patrick Chounet
Jan Chrzanowski
Anthony & Joanne Ciampa
Bev Cisney
Ms. Barbara Clark Huang
+Seamus Clerkin
Lyman & Marilyn Cohen
Patti & Jim Colvin
Anonymous
John Cooper
Paul & Susan Corbran
Lee & Janet Corritore
Stephen & Robyn Crago
Ethan Craig
Nannette Crawford
Raymond & Mary Agnes Crolli
Anonymous
Joseph & Nancy Dahlkemper
Anonymous

Matthew & Elizabeth Darling
Christine Carmichael
+Brendan Daugherty
+Janet E. Dean
Victoria Demarall
Dr. Richard & Sally DiBacco
Phyllis Marie DiNicola
Doleski/Wolford Orthodontics
Edwin D. Dombrowski
Maureen & John Donnelly
+Jean Downey
Timothy & Lucia Doyle
Richard & Janine Dreyfus
Fred & Margaret Droney
Kathleen Dropik
George & Kathryn Durst
Bob & Mo Dwyer
Ralph & Diana Eades
Anonymous
Rick & Kim Evans
+Kitty Felion
+Erin & Don Fessler, Jr.
Carolyn & Edward Fialkowski
Carrie Fischer
Donna R. Flock
Caroline Foulk
Michael & Rachel Freenock
Kristin Fry
Marshall & Theresa Fryer
+Gerald & Susan Fuhrer Kardos
Anonymous
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Furr
Jim & Diane Gallagher
Louise Garrelts
Kristy Garvin
Sharon & Bill Gdaniec
+Anonymous
Debbie George
Rosa Gerber
Miss Earleen Glaser
Anonymous

Bob & Barb Goetz
Dr. Kathleen M. Golden
+Jill & Gerald Gomes
+Anonymous
Dee Gorniak
Bethann & Keith Goss
+Anonymous
Scott Graef
Elise Graham
Olivia Graham
+Noah Green
+Anonymous
Melissa Greene
+Joe & Kate Greulich
Allene & Jim Grise
Mary E. Grisier
+Clark & Carole Hall
Carolyn Hammer
Mary Jane Hand
Kathleen Haslett
+Peggy Hauser
Fran & Joyce Hayden
+Rita M. Herold
Julie & Kurt Hersch
Lindsay Terrizzi Hess
Joseph M. Hilbert
+A. B. & Blanche W. Hill
Kim Hill
Thomas & Karen Hoegerl
Mary Hoffman
+Donald & Linda Hoffman
Peg Ann Hofmann
Shawn Hogue
Mary Ann Holl
Jim & Nance Holland
Richard Holmgren & Scott Schillinger
Kathleen Holtz
Linda Houston
Fred & Bernie Infield
Erik & Carissa Iszkula
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Dilip & Lourdes Jana
Joan & Vince Jaskiewicz
Mr. William & Dr. Andrea Jeffress
Michael, Jennifer & Jacob Jenkins
Richard & Caroline Jenks
+Paul & Cyndie Johnson
Dave & Penny Jones
Charles Joy
Jody & Jeff Kacyon
Ray & Carol Kalivoda
Rita Kane
+Jerry & Barb Karle
Tom & Lisa Kaveny
Richard & Pam Kelley
Reagan Kennedy
Anonymous
+Nancy J. Kiehl
Kathleen Kinzig
Don E. Kirsch
Bobbi Dawley Kissman
George F. Klapthor
Karen Kleck
Rita Kloecker
Michele Koszegi
Judith A. Krahe
Kathie Kreider
Mark & Sharon Kresse
Margaret Krivonak
Kevin & Beth Kuric
Roberta Kuzma
Anonymous
Christopher & Krista Lamb
Linda Landis
Joy Lane
Nick & Melissa Larese
+Anonymous
John & Pamela Lauer
Janet Lawrence
Judy & Floyd Lawrence

Libby Lechner
+Mr. Mark Leffingwell
Mary Ellen Lieb
Amanda Lincoln
Robert & Carol Lindgren
Christine Linkie & Doug Michali
Angelique Lipari
+Mike & Carol Litzinger
Ms. Eleanor Logan
Lokahi Family
Jared & Nicole Lossie
+Olga Loundes
+Joyce Lowrey, SSJ
+Al & Josie Lubiejewski
+Mark & Sue Lucas
Karl & Beth Ludwig
Chris & Jim Luffy
Allyson Lyon
Jim & Mary Macie
Kristin & Julie Maguire
Linda K. Major
Susanne Makay
+Debra & Paul Malaspina
Sydney &  Martha Manchester
Lisa Manendo
Thomas Marinock
Brian & Meghan Marshall
Art & Helen Martinucci
Arthur Marinucci & Debra Bartle
Gary Matczak
Kezia Mathew
Bill Mathie & Sue Amendolara
Margaret Matthews
Charles Matts
Darlene Mattson
Sheryl May
The McGovern Family
Daria McKay
Elizabeth R. McLaren
Namon McWilliams
Moira Mehler

+Carolyn Michael
Karen Miller
+Phyllis Miller
Anonymous
Katrina Foltz & Mark Miner
+Gregg & Betsy Mitcho
Earl & Jay Mittelmeier
Connie & Megan Monahan
Anonymous
+John & Laura Mott Family
The Mushrush Family
Chuck & Patti Myers
Anonymous
Louis & Marcia Natalie
Dorothy J. Negro
Mr. & Mrs. William Netkowicz
+Dr. & Mrs. George A. Neubert
Kate Neubert-Lechner
+Tom & Fran New
Marissa Nielsen
Marcia & Joe Nitczynski
Wendy Ormond
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Owen, Sr.
John & Priscilla Passarelli
Judy L. Pattison
+Vera Payne
Kathy Pearson
Marie & Paul Pessa
Marsha Phillips
Anonymous
Emily Pirtz
William D. Pithers
Marjorie Podolsky
Dr. & Mrs. Frank G. Pogue
Sydne Pollifrone
Jack & Theresa Prassack
In Honor of Christina Katen
Anonymous
Colleen Lynn Prittie
Tori Purchase

Lisa Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen T. Radack III
Jeanette Rapela
+Dan & Joyce Reese
Marilyn Agresti Renkes
Linda Rider
Anonymous
Kathleen Roach
Matthew Robaszkiewicz
+A Friend
The Ropelewski Family
J. Robert Rose
Marilyn G. Rositer
Donald & Donna Ross
Olivia Rutkowski
Jim & Mary Rutkowski Jr.
Anonymous
+Joanie & Stuart Salchli
Gail Sanner
Tracie Santicola
For Tracie & Amy
+Joan M. Schaaf
Peggy Schaaf
Mr. & Mrs. James Scheider
Steve Schillo
Charles & Rose Schlaufman
Stanley T. Schuyler, DSc
Marilyn Schwab
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Schwartz
Mary Lou Scottino
Anonymous
Laura & James Semple
Brent & Janet Sesler
Jeff & Kathy Seth
Nancy Shaffer
Judy Shapiro
Brittney Shaw

+Craig & Heidi Sheehan
Kathleen A. Shelly
Anonymous
Helen P. Shimek
Jean Shirley
Anonymous
Glenn & Peggy Shunk
Annalynn Shuttleworth
Jerome & Vangela Simon
Bill & Judy Sinclair
Caryn Skelton
Claudia Skerlong
+Karen J. Sloan
June M. Smith
Allen & Denise Smith
Anonymous
Bob & Robin Snyder
+Ray & Deb Sobina
Nanette Spaeder
Ruth M. Speice
+Mr. & Mrs. Tom Stachera
+Rupert & Marilynn Stadtmiller
+Bernadette Stefano
Nick & Debbie Churmusi
Heather Steiner
Amy Stenta & Jim Gardner
+Anonymous
+Lou & Ruthie Stiles
The Stitt Family
Judy Stow
Anonymous
Eric Smith & Julie Suleski
Dale & Sheila Sweet
John Taccone
The Darres Family
In Honor of Sharon Taton &  

Doris Becker
+Andrew & Michelle Tefft
John & Diane Teker
Patrick Thiem

Amy Thompson
Emily & Todd Trejchel
David & Lisa Treusch
Karen Tuminello
Gladys Turner
Rebecca Turner & Greg Stelter
+Uht Family
Tom Unger & Marisa Moks-Unger
+Michele & Patrick Vahey
Jennifer Vergotz
Vicary Insurance Agency
Tom & Rochelle Wager
Susan Walczak
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Walk
Bob & Donna Walkow
T. & R. Ward
+Shawn & Meghan Waskiewicz
+Nancy B. Way
Anonymous
Carolyn M. Welther
Bill & Joyce Wenrick
Sue & Eardly Wickramasinghe
M. & S. Straker
Bonnie Williams
Florence Willis
Roger Wolbert
Doleski & Wolford Orthodontics, PC
Julie & Jordan Woods-Robinson
Marian C. Wygant
Richard & Diane Yeager
Patricia A. Young
Zanita A. Zacks-Gabriel, Esq.
+Andy & Kathy King

 + Indicates increase giving
Bold indicates new donors
Italics indicates matching gift
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Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $69,296

Production Expenses: $52,585

Performances: 13

Attendance: 4,400

Percent Capacity: 78%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $34,882

Production Expenses: $14,122

Performances: 11

Attendance: 1,925

Percent Capacity: 42%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $22,311

Production Expenses: $13,793

Performances: 12

Attendance: 2,421

Percent Capacity: 47%

Youtheatre

ERIE PLAYHOUSE MAINSTAGE AND YOUTHEATRE  99TH SEASON
The following statistics highlight attendance and production expenses for our 2015-2016 season. 

The Game’s Afoot HonkThe Little Mermaid
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Youtheatre

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $70,167

Production Expenses: $29,544

Performances: 15

Attendance: 3,863

Percent Capacity: 60%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $32,522

Production Expenses: $14,128

Performances: 12 

Attendance: 3,561

Percent Capacity: 69%

		    

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $39,860

Production Expenses: $25,954

Performances: 11

Attendance: 2,301

Percent Capacity: 50%

 

ERIE PLAYHOUSE MAINSTAGE AND YOUTHEATRE  99TH SEASON
The following statistics highlight attendance and production expenses for our 2015-2016 season. 

YoutheatreA Christmas Story,
The Musical The Snow Queen Nice Work If 

You Can Get It
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Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $43,291

Production Expenses: $19,220

Performances: 12

Attendance: 2,571

Percent Capacity: 50%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $41,593

Production Expenses: $14,278

Performances: 12

Attendance: 4,526

Percent Capacity: 87%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $42,800

Production Expenses: $29,626

Performances: 11

Attendance: 2,508

Percent Capacity: 54%

The Little Mermaid

The Game’s Afoot

Honk!

A Christmas Story, 
The Musical 

The Snow Queen 

Nice Work If  
You Can Get It 

Peter and the  
Starcatcher 

Rapunzel:  
A New Musical 

Kiss Me, Kate 

One Slight Hitch

Sister Act

Sept. 10-13, 16-20,  
24-27, 2015

Oct. 16-17, 22-25, 28 
Nov. 1, 2015

Nov. 13-15, 20-22, 2015

Dec. 3-6, 9-13, 17-20, 
2015, Jan. 2-3, 2016

Jan. 15-17, 22–24, 2016

Feb. 5-6, 11-14, 17-21, 2016

March 4-5, 10-13, 16-20, 2016

May 6-8, 13-15, 2016

June 10-11, 16-19, 22-26, 2016

July 8-9, 14-17, 20-24, 2016

Aug. 5-6, 11-14, 17-21, 23-25, 2016

M

M

Y

M

Y

M

M

Y

M

M

M

The Music of  
Rodgers & Webber Dec. 31, 2015 S

Sondheim on Sondheim April 8-9, 2016 S

Erie Playhouse | 13 West 10th Street | 814.454.2852

Erie, PA 16501 | www.erieplayhouse.org

99th Mainstage Season Sponsor

YoutheatreRapunzel
A New Musical Kiss Me, Kate

Peter and the 
Starcatcher
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Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $39,991

Production Expenses: $11,750

Performances: 11

Attendance: 1,667 

Percent Capacity: 36%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $59,900

Production Expenses: $30,798

Performances: 14

Attendance: 3,710

Percent Capacity: 61%

Sondheim on Sondheim
in ConcertOne Slight Hitch Sister Act

HIS STORY.  HIS INSPIRATION.  HIS GENIUS
On April 8-9, 2016, we presented Sondheim on 
Sondheim, an intimate portrait of famed composer/
lyricist Stephen Sondheim. The musical performance 
featured celebrated compositions from nineteen 
Sondheim shows produced over a 62-year period 
with taped interviews of Sondheim that we projected 
on a large screen.  After the April 8 performance, 
we invited students from Gannon University, Penn 
State Behrend, and audience members at large to 
join Andrew Rainbow, Music Director; Richard Davis, 
Director; Shawn Clerkin, Associate Professor, School 
of Communication at Gannon University; and Emily 
Cassano, Lecturer in Theatre at The Behrend College 
in a post-show talkback. The focus of the talkback was 
why many critics claim Sondheim is the “single most 
important force in the American musical theater.” A 
special thank you to Erie Arts and Culture for their 
generous grant support for this concert and talk back.

Special Event
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Judy and Jim Dible

Geri Cicchetti, Christine Carmichael and Noel Burgoyne

Dave Lastowski and Renie and 
Brady Louis

Buddytini!

HOLIDAY PARTY
RED RYDER MARTINI A CROWD PLEASER

The Erie Playhouse hosted its holiday party on December 15th, 2015, from 5:30 
to 7:30pm at the Playhouse. Invited guests socialized with friends and watched a 
Showstopper performance on the set of A Christmas Story: The Musical while enjoying 
hors d’oeuvres, wine and beer, along with the featured drink, a Red Ryder Martini. 

A special thank you to the Planning and Food Committee of Thomas Bedner, Kristy 
Garvin, Kathy Grisier, Kelly Kennedy, Carl Larese, Susan Lechner, Teri Marshall and Amy 
Tevis. Also, thank you to the additional helpers from the Playhouse staff and the Board 
of Directors. 

A special thank you to Cloud 9 owner, Bertrand Artigues, for the delicious crab 
wontons, skewered chicken and stuffed mushrooms. Cloud 9, located a block from the 
theatre on 10th and French, offers a bar-centric approach to fine wines and good food 
AND it is open before and after our shows.

DISNEY’S THE LITTLE MERMAID  
OPENED THE 99TH SEASON

The Erie Playhouse invites our valued supporters (donors at the benefactor 
level and above, sponsors, advertisers, media, government officials, partners 
and special friends) to join us each year for a season opening celebration! On 
September 10, 2015, invitees helped us open our 99th season with a pre-show 
party at 21 la rue dix, followed by the premiere performance of Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid.   

Special thank you to Matt Sherr, owner of 21 la rue dix, Make It Fabulous, Two 
Sisters Sweet Treats, Pufferbelly, 1201 Kitchen, The Plymouth Tavern, Labella, 
Cloud 9,  Wegmans West, Sheraton Erie Bayfront, Sabella’s Catering, Calamari, 
and Pineapple Eddies.

Dick Reichel, Sharon Reichel 
and Erin Fessler

Bill Williams and Christine TempleGrant and his mom, Janis FilbecK, David and  
Linda Brennan

Sue Lechner, Teri Marshall, Almitra Clerkin and Board 
President Carl Larese
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Judy and Jim Dible

3RD ANNUAL LAUNCH PARTY
100th SEASON ANNOUNCED

On April 16, 2016, a standing-room-only crowd packed the Playhouse for the exclusive 
reveal of our 100th season and the special celebratory events planned to mark this 
milestone. Guests enjoyed butlered hors d’oeuvres and complimentary beer and 
wine. Once again we offered special promotions to guests who renewed or purchased 
traditional or open card season tickets that night!

 

Volunteers, cast and guests at the 100th Season Launch Party
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PLAYtime PROGRAM COMPLETES SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR
AT-RISK CHILDREN WORK TOWARD READING READINESS
PLAYtime is our new three-year Early Childhood Program designed to mitigate factors that place 
children at risk of poor academic outcomes. It engages children in art-related activities to start 
them on the right path to reading and school success, trains parents in creative literacy-building 
techniques, and involves families in live theatre. 

For children, we incorporated the United Way of Erie County’s Imagination Library books into 
art-related activities designed to build literacy. One hundred two and three year olds participated 
in 48 classroom sessions, each running 20-25 minutes in length at St. Martin’s Center, St. Benedict 
Day Care Center, Downtown YMCA, and City Center Early Connections. Results included improved 
children’s attentiveness and engagement during PLAYtime activities, stronger emotional and 
intellectual response to books and activities, increased participation in PLAYtime sessions, 
and heightened interest in books during free play throughout the day. Next year we will add to 
PLAYtime a new group of two and three years olds at each center and add two more centers, 
while continuing to work with the same children from the first year as they move up. 

For parents of participants in PLAYtime, we offered three PARENT & ME sessions after 
performances of My Lucky Day. The 300 participants shared in activities that promote excitement 
about books, literacy skills, and more family-read-together-time at home.

A word from PLAYtime Director, Kate Neubert-Lechner:
“While I am so proud of the cumulative impact that PLAYtime has had 
on everyone who has participated, whether in the classroom, seeing a 
show or participating in a PARENT & ME session, I measure the success 
one child at a time. When I began in September at St. Benedict’s 
Day Care Center, a boy in my classroom, who is currently assisted by 
Early Intervention, was at times quiet and withdrawn, other times 
overwhelmed and emotional, but at all times, not engaged or interested 
in participating.  Each week I witnessed a slow metamorphosis and can 
report that he now smiles, laughs, looks me in the eye, and is actively 
engaged and participating in each session.  Last week, he took my 
hands and danced with me while we did an activity.  THAT is PLAYtime 
success.”The Erie Playhouse would like to thank the 

following for supporting PLAYtime:
The United Way of Erie County

American Tinning and Galvanizing Company
UPMC Health Plan
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FIRST PLAYtime MUSICAL
MY LUCKY DAY

The Imagination Library book, My Lucky Day by Keiko Kaska, tells the story 
of a piglet who accidently knocks on a fox’s door. The fox can hardly believe 
his good luck that dinner just shows up on his doorstep. It must be his 
lucky day! Or is it? Well, it was a lucky day for the children and parents who 
attended one of the four free performances in April 2016 of My Lucky Day, the 
delightful musical based on this book. 

Over 700 attended the show, collaboratively produced by the Erie Playhouse 
and members of Gannon University’s Alpha Psi Omega Theatre Fraternity 
and supported by the PLAYtime grant from the United Way of Erie County.  

In 2017, we will add to My Lucky Day a second musical based on another 
Imagination Library book, One Cool Friend. 

The target population served by PLAYtime is at-risk two to five year 
olds and their parents residing primarily in the City of Erie. The 
target population for the musicals is all families participating in the 
Imagination Library program. We also collaborate with the United Way 
to enrich their Reading Buddies program with art- related activities 
centered around our Youtheatre shows, especially at county locations 
identified with a high percentage of at-risk families.

“My daughter and I attended the 10am 
show today and we LOVED it!!! The 
show was the perfect length to hold her 
attention, which allowed for a personal 
victory of us: we stayed the whole time. 
Here’s to many more!!!”

“Thank you, Erie Playhouse, for this 
fantastic opportunity for our family to see 
a show together! Our little ones LOVED 
the show and so did we. We can’t wait for 
the next one.”

Above and right: Cast members 
of Rumpelstiltskin participate 
in the United Way’s Reading 
Buddies.

Zack Westfall, Pig, greets young 
audience members.

Zach Hyman, Wolf, sings of his 
garden.

Zack Westfall, Pig, 
outsmarts his friend the 
Wolf.



ALL THINGS PRINCESS
TWO PRINCESS BALLS SOLD OUT IN TWO DAYS

Sold out crowds enjoyed the 6th annual Princess Ball on  
April 3 and 10, 2016, held in the Crystal Ballroom at the 
Ambassador Hotel. The glittered-up princesses and guests 
enjoyed tea sandwiches, wraps and cupcakes. Following 
refreshments, the princesses and their escorts made their  
Grand Entrance for dancing and royal photo opportunities.  
A special thank you to the Ambassador Hotel and its staff for 
their attention to detail and wonderful service.  
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Almitra Clerkin and Carl Larese are presented with a $29,800 grant for our  Patron Services 
Program by The Erie Community Foundation staff George Espy, Michael Batchelor and Patrick Herr.

Princess Ball guests enjoy dancing and singing with the princes and princesses

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
THE ERIE COMMUNITY 

FOUNDATION



RECORD SHATTERING ERIE GIVES DAY
THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU

On August 9, 2016, The Erie Community Foundation hosted the 6th 
Annual Erie Gives. In 12 hours, generous supporters from across the 
country donated $3,451,087 to their favorite nonprofits. These gifts 
were enhanced by a $220,000 pro-rated match pool. 

The Erie Playhouse is pleased to report that we once again placed 
in the top 10 for number of donors and amount raised. We ranked 
third in the number of donors and seventh in the amount raised at 
$69,497.94. With the pro-rated match and the incentive prize of $5,000 
for being the nonprofit with the highest increase in number of donors, 
our grand total was $77,840.81!

A heartfelt thank you to The Erie Community Foundation for 
sponsoring this event and to The Erie Community Foundation, GE 
Transportation, Erie Insurance, Presque Isle Downs & Casino, Erie 
Bank, Northwest Savings Bank, McInnes Rolled Rings, E.E. Austin & 
Son and Scott Enterprises for providing the pro-rated matching funds.
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Congratulations to Bobbi Pollock who won the dinner to a restaurant of her choice and 
two tickets to Hamilton: an American Musical in New York City that was part of our Erie 
Gives Day promotion. The tickets, donated by Mike Karns, the 2016 annual fund chair, 
were the best in the house!  

Bobbi is a long-time Playhouse season ticket patron and supporter. How fitting that 
Bobbi, who frequently underwrites the cost of tickets so needy children can experience 
the joy of live theatre, won. We couldn’t be happier!

The Erie Community Foundation Board of Trustee members Lynn McBrier, Russell Warner, Maryann Yochim 
Flaherty and President Michael Batchelor celebrate 2016 Erie Gives Day with Almitra Clerkin (center).
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YOUTHEATRE
CULTIVATING TALENT AT AN EARLY AGE
For over 70 years, the Erie Playhouse has been home to the Youtheatre, which 
produces fully-staged productions for and by the youth in Erie and surrounding 
communities. It is also the region’s leading provider of training in the theater 
arts for children who can be nurtured into future performers, arts patrons, and 
advocates. In addition to the production schedule, which consists of three 
musicals and a summer play series, we offer acting classes, summer camps, 
job shadowing and internships. On average, 11,000 patrons attend Youtheatre 
productions annually, including 75 school groups who attend school-day 
matinees. Over 300 students volunteer on stage and behind the scenes, putting 
in 26,400 volunteer hours, and 300 students attend year-round classes and 
summer camps.

THE OFTEN HIDDEN 
COST OF DOING 
THEATRE
SCENE FROM DISNEY’S  
THE LITTLE MERMAID
One of the most challenging tasks 
in the business of show business is 
selecting the shows for the season. 
It is an ever-shifting combination 
of gut instinct, statistical analysis, 
audience surveys, volunteer input, 
availability and production cost. We 
have to find the balance between 
what will sell, what shows are 
available to a community theatre 
and what is within our budget.

The budgeted production expenses 
for Disney’s The Little Mermaid, this 
season’s most successful Mainstage 
production seen by 4, 400 patrons, 
were $52,585. This picture illustrates 
the often hidden cost of producing 
live theatre.
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COSTUMES



26

PLAYHOUSE TALENT GOES INTO THE WOODS
WITH PERFORMANCE AT WQLN

On July 29, 2016, Playhouse performers took to WQLN’s woodsy outdoor 
performance pavilion to share some of their favorite show tunes for our 100th 
Season. The concert, free and open to the public, included great brew samples 
from Erie Beer Co. and Mill Creek Coffee. The concert was also broadcast on 
WQLN TV and WQLN Radio. 

YOUTHEATRE SHOWSTOPPERS
The Showstoppers, the Youtheatre song and dance troupe, performed at 
various events this season. For booking information, contact Kate Neubert-
Lechner at kate@erieplayhouse.org or 814.2852 ext. 6.

ERIE CITY AMUSEMENT TAX
Since the inception of the 3% Amusement Tax in 2006,  
the Erie Playhouse has paid $156,420 for the 11-year 

period. We pay an average of $14,220 per year.

Playhouse talent entertain a large, captive crowd on a beautiful summer night.



2015-16 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paula Barrett
Donald Baxter
Doris Becker
Thomas Bedner
Diana Bool
Bradley Fox, Secretary
Duryea Gette
Lynn Halasz, Wing President
Michael Houston
Carl Larese, President
Jared Lossie
John Maclay
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2015-2016 STAFF
Almitra Clerkin, Executive Director
Charles Corritore, Business Manager
Crystal Corritore, Costume Assistant
Brendan Daugherty, Scenic Assistant
Christine Daugherty, Scenic & Lighting Designer
Richard Davis, Producing Director
Karen Etter, Box Office Assistant
Brian Gilmartin, Scenic Shop Manager
Matt Hornyak, Scenic Shop Manager
Angela Howell, Costume Designer
Ryan Ingram, Costume Designer
Susan Lechner, Marketing Director
Carolin Lynn, Asst. Business Manager
Teri Marshall, Development/Season Ticket Manager 
Kate Neubert-Lechner, Youtheatre/Education Director
Angela Pulling, House Manager
Andrew Rainbow, Music Director
Barb Weber, Playbill Ads Manager

Chads Martin, Treasurer
Gary Matczak
Kristin Prechtel
Steve Ropski
Heather Steiner
Amy Tevis, Vice President
Gerald Villella
Tom Wager
Michael Watts
Bill Williams, Executive Vice President
Joanna Zurn

Through a grant from Erie Arts & Culture and Gannon’s Erie GAINS, the Erie Playhouse cast of Peter and the Starcatcher brought the theatre experience to children in Erie schools.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
FOUR AWARDS GARNERED
FOR THE ERIE PLAYHOUSE

For the 10th year in a row, the Erie 
Playhouse won the Erie Choice Award for 
Best Theatre. Thank you to all who voted 
for us!

The 2014-2015 
Playhouse Annual 
Report, Connection, 
won the award for the 
Best Annual Report 
from the Nonprofit 
Partnership in the 
Large Organization 
category.

The Downtown 
YMCA honored Kate 
Neubert-Lechner as 
the Volunteer of the 
Year. 

The PA Theatre Guide announced the Erie Playhouse as the winner 
of the Best Community Theater in PA for the 2015 Readers’ Choice 
Awards. The PA Theatre Guide featured an article on its website about 
the Playhouse, which included its history, quality of programming, 
and value as a community asset. They also called the Playhouse “the 
busiest community theatre in Pennsylvania” and one of the oldest 
community theatres in the nation. 


