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MISSION
The Erie Playhouse Mission is to engage, educate, and entertain patrons and volunteers with 

theatrical productions ranging from classical to contemporary; train the next generation 
of  artists and advocates; provide meaningful educational programs that serve the entire 

community, regardless of background or socio-economic status; and celebrate the power of 
the performing arts to impact personal and community growth.



MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Playhouse Family,

This past season has spanned a wonderfully diverse palette of plays and musicals, and you 
have been with us the whole way. You grew up with MATILDA, came of age with SPRING 

AWAKENING, tapped your toes on 42nd STREET, and fell in love alongside William Shakespeare 
himself in SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE.  Let me thank you from the bottom of my heart for coming with 
us on this journey and helping us to create these colorful characters and beautiful stories!
Despite this last season’s immense and numerous artistic successes, it also brought about 
considerable financial challenges.  There were some unanticipated expenditures still lingering from 
our recent renovations and a large change to the funding model used by our wonderful partners at 
Erie Arts and Culture.  These changes to the funding model, while largely for the better, altered the 
schedule of the distribution of funding, making it impossible for us to include that funding as part 
of our fiscal year, combining with other minor setbacks to create a perfect storm.
With that said, our difficulties extend to something a bit beyond the financial. As you are all 
undoubtedly aware, attendance to the theatre on a national scale has dwindled. We attribute 
this largely to a cultural shift in the way this country is consuming entertainment and the way we 
choose to spend our leisure time.  With the continuing boom of streaming services like Netlfix and 
now Disney+, access to on-demand entertainment has never been easier.  Additionally, the average 
family’s schedule is becoming more and more hectic, and it has become rarer to have a free night 
to spend “out-on-the-town.  Budgets are always getting tighter too and all of this makes getting 
to the theatre harder and harder for the average person to accomplish, let alone an entire family!  
We acknowledge these hurdles and will strive to make them non-existent for you by listening and 
working with you to give you what you want and need to make it possible to attend the shows you 
want to see!
Through your continued dedication and support, we will adapt to our changing cultural 
landscape and strive to make the arts accessible to every person in our community.  We will aim to 
demonstrate that nothing compares to seeing a story unfold with real, tangible people living it right 
before your eyes. And of course, with your support, we’ll continue to take on the responsibility of 
introducing the joy of creation, collaboration, and storytelling to a new generation of children and 
young adults through participation in live theatre.  
Thank you so much for your continued support and faith in our mission.  We cannot express how 
grateful we are for everything you do for this organization and this community.  We look forward to 
all the great things we’ll accomplish together in this coming season and every season to follow.

All my best,

Kate Neubert-Lechner
3



SUSTAINING YOUR COMMUNITY THEATRE
ANNUAL FUND

Live theatre is a celebration of creativity, collaboration, 
culture and community. Ticket revenues cover only a 

fraction of the production costs. Like many community 
theatres, we rely on the support of our generous 
community of patrons to help bridge that gap. Last year 
the annual fund drive raised $155,471 of its $192,200 goal. 
291 donors helped us raise $59,588.92 toward this total on 
Erie Gives Day. Several factors contributed to this shortfall: 
life-changing circumstances to several generous patrons; 
volatile stock market, especially in December; and the 
new tax law, which reduced the tax incentives of giving 
for many households, especially those in the middle class. 
Our sincerest gratitude goes out to Jim, Wendy, Maggie 
and Emily Bahm for their intrepid leadership throughout 
this campaign.

Our family is very honored and excited to be asked to chair the Annual Fund 
for the 2019-2020 season of The Erie Playhouse!  

As life-long Erie residents we consider ourselves extremely lucky and fortunate 
to have grown up in a town with such a fantastic community theater. 
Admittedly, the theater and stage took a little longer to take root with us…we 
love going to shows but the natural talent for acting just isn’t there. Luckily, our 
daughter Meghan attended an Erie Playhouse Summer Youtheater camp when 
she was eight years old, and voila, that’s all it 
took!

While Meghan loves being on stage, we spend 
our time volunteering out front, often as ushers 
and Playbill stuffers.

Six years and twelve shows later, our family just 
can’t imagine not being a part of this amazing 
group of talented individuals. Theater has 
become such an important part of our lives, 
and we are extremely thankful for The Erie 
Playhouse. We are honored to be able to give 
back to a place that has given us so much!   

We look forward to an exciting year and hope 
that you all are able to enjoy everything that 
the Erie Playhouse has to offer!

Yours sincerely,

Ben, Shari and Meghan Longo

A MESSAGE FROM BEN AND SHARI LONGO
2019-2020 ANNUAL FUND CHAIRS

Shari, Meghan and Ben Longo
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For every $25 donation on Erie 
Gives, patrons were entered 

into a drawing for two tickets 
to HADESTOWN with a 

backstage tour plus two 
tickets to AIN’T TOO 
PROUD, provided by 
Mike Karns and Marathon 
Digital. Congratulations 
to winners Emy and Gary 

Dougan, Playhouse season 
ticket holders.



2018-2019 SPONSORS
SEASON SPONSOR
LECOMHealth

FAMILY SEASON SPONSOR
UPMC Health Plan

SHOW AND EVENT SPONSORS
Allegheny Health Network
Arrowhead Winery
Erie Beer
Erie Federal Credit Union
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Playhouse WING
Erie Times News
Hamot Health Foundation
Highmark Health
The Housing Authority of the City of Erie
Larese Floral Design
Lawrence Park Athletic Association
Marquette Savings Bank

National Fuel Gas Company
Networking Technologies
Organ Supply Industries
Penn Shore Vineyard
PNC Bank
Printing Concepts, Inc.
RE/MAX Real Estate Group
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
Scott Enterprises
Widget Financial

MEDIA AND ADVERTISING SPONSORS
Cumulus Media
Erie Reader
GoErie.com
iHeartRadio
Lamar Advertising
Newline Creations
WICU/WSEE/ErieNewsNow.com
WJET/FOX 66/YourErie.com

GRANTS RECEIVED FISCAL YEAR 2019
American Tinning and Galvanizing Company – Neighborhood Assistance Program for PLAYtime
Erie Arts and Culture – Programming and Operations
Erie Community Foundation Hovis Fund – Camp Scholarships
Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority – Lead Asset Sustainability and Programming
Erie Insurance – Neighborhood Assistance Program for PLAYtime
Henry A. and Mary J. MacDonald Foundation – Facilities
PA Council of the Arts – Programming and Professional Development 
Schuster Re-Grant Initiative – Arts Accessibility 
United Way of Erie County – PLAYtime
UPMC Health Plan – Neighborhood Assistance Program for PLAYtime

5

Goodbye My Fancy
Strange Bedfellows

The Man
The Second Man

The Gentle People
The Glass Menagerie

BERNICE FRYER
A SEASON TICKET HOLDER SINCE 1951
 
A special thank you to Bernice Fryer, our oldest 
season ticket holder at 98, for supporting the Erie 
Playhouse since 1951. She and her husband bought 
their first season tickets in 1951 during Newell 
Tarrant’s tenure when the Playhouse performed 
at the West 7th Street Theatre and the leads were 
professional actors.  She remembers watching Ann 
B. Davis in more than one production.  Bernice says, 
“The shows and the acting are every bit as good 
today as they were back then with the professionals.”  
With a laugh she told us that “some shows she liked, 
some not so much, but they were all worth seeing.”

Pictures from Season 35: 1951-52



EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT  
TAX CREDIT

Thank you for supporting our innovative Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit programs in fiscal year 2019.

Erie Insurance
Knox Law

Life Service Equity Partnership
MacDonald Illig

Marquette Savings Bank
Scott Enterprises

UPMC Diversified Services

FINANCIAL REPORT
REVENUE FALLS SHORT OF GOALS

Despite our artistic successes, we did have financial challenges this season, resulting 
in a loss for the year. Various factors can be pointed at including softness in the 
annual fund drive, unexpected facility expenditures, reduced income from Erie 
Arts and Culture as they restructure their funding disbursement schedule, and 
increased entertainment options. National studies indicate that the way we consume 
entertainment as a society is shifting with the vast options for streaming at home, 
providing challenges for theatres across the nation as they work to continue to 
attract audiences.

Obviously, our financial results are not acceptable or sustainable and in response 
we are seeking funding to hire a Business Consulting Group to work with us to 
develop a new Strategic Plan to set exciting yet realistic goals for the future. So many 
circumstances have changed since our last strategic plan in 2006 that an annual 
update is no longer viable.  If you would like to be involved in this process, please 
contact Kate Neubert-Lechner at 814.454.2852 ext. 7 or at kate@erieplayhouse.org 
and we will be pleased to put you on a committee.

For more information on the application process and how 
your business can support the Erie Playhouse through 
EITC, please contact Teri Marshall at 814.454.2852, ext. 4.
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*Salaries and benefits included in relevant categories (marketing, production, etc.)

Our audited 990s are available on our website at erieplayhouse.org

Playbill 2%

Youtheatre Ticket Sales & 
Educational Programs 8%

Other 11%
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Fundraising 24%

Mainstage Ticket Sales 31%
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147 students acted in 
30 Youtheatre public 
performances and 
12 school matinees

59 students appeared in 
    62 Mainstage public 
        performances

50 students participated 
in acting classes

54 students interned in 
technical aspects of theatre

155 students attended
summer camps

59

50

147

155

54

IMPACTING 
CHILDREN’S 

LIVES



Producer Circle
($2,500+)
John R. & Mary Gail Baldwin
David S. Cohen & Craig A Benson
Bob & Mo Dwyer
Erie Insurance Matching Gifts
Audiences of 42nd Street
William & Martha Hilbert Family 

Fund of the Erie Community 
Foundation

Anonymous
Kern Family Foundation
Mary Lincoln
Ben, Shari & Meghan Longo+
Barbara Pollock+
Vorsheck Family Foundation

Director Circle
($1,000–$2,499)
Rebecca & Evan Adair
Wendy & Jim Bahm
Jim & Mary Ann Baldauf
Leo & Teresa Brugger Family 

Fund of The Erie Community 
Foundation

Carla Clark+
Richard J. Davis & Jerry Gill
Gary & Emy Dougan
Erie Community Foundation Erie 

Gives Matching
Brad & Becky Fox
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Betsy Guelcher+
Keith & Kelly Kennedy

Bruce & Nancy Kern+
Knox, McLaughlin, Gornall & 

Sennett
Bob & Christy Koontz+
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard J. Kuzma
Dolores H. Lasher
Marquette Savings Bank
Michael P. Martin+
Debbie Milinovich
Marco & Betsy Monsalve
Morlin, Inc.+
Alan & Suzanne Natalie
Organ Supply Industries, Inc.
Nels & Lois Sandberg
Judith Selling
Gerard T. Uht, Sr. Family Fund of 

the Erie Community Foundation
Mrs. Lorraine M. Vitt
Bill Williams

Benefactor Circle
($600–$999)
God Bless You for Your Work+
Mr. & Mrs. James Dammeyer
David & Nancy Eichelsdorfer+
Pat & Linda Federici+
Michael & Patricia Hall
Dave & Kathy Lastowski
LORD Corporation
Lowell & Barbara Lucore
Tom & Cindy Madura
Seth & Teri Marshall+
Bob Martin

Robert & Mercedes McNutt+
Michael & Nancy Meyer
Drs. Cassie Harrington & Timothy 

Pelkowski
Joyce Ravnikar-Kulyk+
Robin Scheppner
Jim & Mary Ann Toohey
Bruce & Phyllis Vollbrecht+
Roger & Joanna Zurn

Sustainer Circle
($300–$599)
Donald M. Alstadt Fund of the Erie 

Community Foundation
Dr. Gertrude A. Barber National 

Institute Employee Service 
Fund+

Bonnie & Ron Barthelmes
Richard D. & Judy L. Bliley
Chevron Humankind Match
Charles Corritore
Dr. Ron & Kelly Craig+
Scott & Tracie Craig
Knights of St. John
Erie Press Systems
Kathy & Dan Dahlkemper
Dr. David & Linda Dulabon
John & Arlene Evans+
John and Claire Fair
Greg & Janis Filbeck
Linda & Jim Fleming
John Fox
W. Richard & Sandra S. Fry

Marion Gallivan
GE Matching Grant Foundation
Jim & Nancy Griffey+
Dr. Doug & Kathy Grisier
John P. & Billie R. Grunden 

Fund of the Erie Community 
Foundation+

Fran & Joyce Hayden+
Thomas & Barb Hutzelman+
Susan E. Kaliszewski & Ron 

Norman+
Bruce & Bonnie Kern+
Paul King+
Juanita & Philip Kleckner+
In Honor of the Yates Family
Douglas & Deborah Murphy
Neithamer Donor Designated 

Fund of the Erie Community 
Foundation

Mary Lou Neithamer+
Sue & George Pfeiffer III
Marge & Chuck Phillips
Al & Peggy Richardson
Tracy & George Riedesel
Bruce Rockwell
Dr. & Mrs. M. Peter Scibetta
Janet Sesler
Barb & Jeff Shivers
Kathleen G. Spafford+
Barry & Carol Stamm
Gerry & Peggy Trichel
Jerry Villella
Albert Walz

2018-2019 FUND DRIVE PATRONS 
WE COULD NOT EXIST WITHOUT YOU 
We gratefully acknowledge our generous donors whose gifts helped us to deliver high quality theatrical productions and educational programming to the Erie 
community. A special thank you goes out to the 197 new donors who joined our family and to the 86 donors who gave above and beyond their Annual Gift. We are 
so grateful for all of you and feel so thankful to be able to work for an organization that has such devoted friends.

Janice & Bruce Wittmershaus
Caroline Wolff
Kathy Zurawski-King

Supporter Circle
($125-$299)
In Memory of John Alleruzzo
Catherine Anderson
John & Bridget Barber
Mr. & Mrs. George Espy
Pam & Bob Blakely+
Sandra L. Bock+
Noel J. Burgoyne
Carol J. Byler+
Jestin & Jessica Carlson+
Debbie & Dave Carter+
Doris Cipolla
The John & Judy Cipriani 

Designated Fund of the Erie 
Community Foundaton

Matthew Ciszek & Michael 
Wachter

Gary & Lisa Daugherty
Dale DeMarco+
George & Kathy Durst+
Greg & Debbie Engel
Anonymous
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Furr
Carol George & Tom Laska
Jim & Sandy Globa+
David & Nancy Glod
Dawn Gloss
Gary & Connie Haibach+
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147 students acted in 
30 Youtheatre public 
performances and 
12 school matinees

59 students appeared in 
    62 Mainstage public 
        performances

50 students participated 
in acting classes

54 students interned in 
technical aspects of theatre

155 students attended
summer camps
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50

147

155
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Lynn & Michael Halasz
Eric A. Hamilton+
Walter & Joan Harf+
David & Sandra Herman
Denise & Dan Hesch
Garth & Peggy Hetz
Fred & Bernie Infield
Peg & Phil Iobst+
Maureen Jeffreys+
Geraldine Kaufmann
Tom & Lisa Kaveney
Dave & Lori Kruszewski
Valerie H. Kuntz+
Bob & Sue Lechner
Jerry & Emily Longo
Albers/Dornheggen/Kallaher/

Louis Family Fund of the Erie 
Community Foundation

Jim & Mary Macie+
Dennis P. McGuire
Jean McMillin & David Morphy
Betty L. Motsch+
Anonymous+
Dorothy J. Negro+
Kate Neubert-Lechner+
Cheryl Newton+
Rol & Marge Nord
Dick & Willie Rahner
Carol Lee Restifo
Hannah Ridgewell
Peter Rucinski+
Ron & Cindi Ruf
Pat & John Rushe+
Richard & Judith Scaletta
In Memory of Jaci Schmidt
Kathy Iorio & Dr. Tony Snow+
Bob & Robin Snyder
Richard & Janet Stevenson+
George Strenio
Ron & Mary Kay Sturga
David & Mary Teufel

Bob & Kathy Thomas+
Randy & Amy Valentine+
Teri Zalewski

Friends Circle
($1-$249)
Warren & Patricia Adams
William & Margie Alloway
Kathleen Althof
Leah Altimus
Rob & Amy Alton
Sue Amendolara
American Legion Post #571
Kristine Andersen
Robert G. Angelucci
Anonymous
Denise Arnold
Joan August
Laurie Baker
Ann Baloga
In Memory of Elizabeth Dolan
Ed Barlow
Anonymous
Diane Baumgardner
Janet Bergkessel
Karen Biebel
Bills Family
Jill Blaga-Walz
Sue & Tom Blecki
The Richard D. & Judith L. Bliley 

Fund of the Erie Community 
Foundation

Carol Bliss
Chuck & Diana Bool
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Bosner
Andrew Boucher
Brenda Boucher
Mary A. Boury
Ruth Brady
Dan & Karen Brennan
Arlene Briggs

Sandra Brindle
Michalee & Mike Brown
Eric & Cheryl Brozell
Anonymous
Kelly & Scott Buck
Edward & Linda Buetikofer
Lucius & Elizabeth Bugbee+
The Bukoski Family
Gary & Roberta Bukowski
Angela Burford
Kathleen & Thomas Burik+
Sandra Burns, Jade Burns,  

 & JaLeah Burns
James & Nicole Buzzard
Virginia Byers
Diane Verdecchia Byrne
Frank & Joanne Cargioli
Leona Carlson
Emily K. Cassano
Judith A. Cassano
Emma Sue Cherico
Rosie Chilcott
Patrick Chounet
Jan Chrzanowski+
Anthony & Joanne Ciampa
Scott Clark
The Clerkin Family
Seamus Clerkin
Jim & Patti Colvin
Shelly Conrad
Jennifer Consider
Katie Conti
Roberta A. Cooney
Tom & Teresa Corso
Karen & Larry Cottrell+
Stephanie Curren
John & Pattie Dagnon
Joseph & Nancy Dahlkemper
Ed & Sally Dalglish
Dawn Danilov+
Matthew & Elizabeth Darling

Brian & Dot Darold
Brendan & Christine Daugherty
Paul & Janet Dean+
Anonymous
Mark & Amy Denlinger
Ditmore Family
Nancy Dombrowski
Kathleen Dropik
Rachel DuChateau
Adam Dzuricky
Eades Insurance Agency
Ralph & Diana Eades
Rachel Edmunds
Genevieve Ellis
Eileen Engel
Michael Evans
Kim & Richard Evans
Bonnie Fagan
Lynn Falk+
Kimberly Faulkner
Walter & Alice Federowicz
The Fiscus Family
Jane & Leo Fitzgibbon
Rob Frankenberry
Elizabeth Freitag
Kristin Fry
Marshall & Theresa Fryer
Kate Fugate
Susan Fuhrer Kardos+
Jim & Patricia Fullerton
Diane & Jim Gallagher & Family+
Lauren Gardner+
Louise Garrelts
Kristy Garvin+
Joyce Gerry
Albert Gesler
Kenneth Getschow III
Darren Gladney
Earleen Glaser
Silkscreen Unlimited/Cindy Glass
Janice Glazier

Pia Glover
Christine L. Goughnour
Shelly Goughnour
Wendy & Darrell Grafius
Anonymous
Joe & Kate Greulich+
Jim & Maurita Griffin
Patti Hammond
Mary Jane Hand
Julie Hansen
Anonymous
Kristin & Patrick Headley
Mark Helmer
Kristen & Luke Henry
Michelle Henry
Gloria Herlihy
Riley Herman
Hess Family
Albert & Blanche Hill+
Hodgson Family+
Donald & Linda Hoffman
Mary Hoffman+
Mary Ann Holl
Jim & Nance Holland
Keith & Kathy Holler
Denise Holmes
Carter Houston
Deidre Houston
Angela Howell
Alice M. Hudder
Steve Huefner
Krista Jeffries
Bob & Diann Johansen
Amy Johnson
Paul & Cyndie Johnson
Donald & Mary Johnson+
Matt & Allison Judd
Ray & Carol Kalivoda+
Jerry & Barb Karle
Mary Karpen
Kearney Family
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Karla Kerlin
Anonymous
Kathleen Kinzig
Don Kirsch
Karen Kleck
Leigh Kostis
Judith Krahe
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Kraus
Anonymous
Tami Krzeszewski-Conway
Roberta Kuzma
Michael Laniewicz & Kathleen 

Golden
The Lariccia Family
Jaye Larson
Greta Lasher
Joan Lasher
Roger & Nancy Latimer
Dana Launius
Judy Lawrence
Carol & Jim Layden
Anonymous
Dave Lewis
Mary Ellen Lieb
Robert Lindgren
Rev. Evon Lloyd
Ellie Logan+
The Lokahi Family
Brady & Renie Louis
M Ann Lowe
Atty. Al & Josie Lubiejewski
Mark & Sue Lucas
Tracey Lucas
Jim & Chris Luffy
Marshall Mack+
Sheila Mack
Andrea & David Maille
Linda Major
Susanne Makay
Paul J. & Debra Malaspina
Ron Malone

Marty & Sidney Manchester
Diana Marinelli
Emily Marshall & David Burke
Sondra Marshall
Christy Maslanka
Leah Mathie
Sheryl May
Margaret Mayer
Kelley McDonald
Daria McKay
Brenda McWilliams
Carl Meinstereifel
Karen Miller
Anonymous+
Earl & Jay Mittelmeier
Joshua Mizikowski
Megan C. Monahan
Patrick Montgomery
Jane Moran
Holly Morphy
Anonymous
Laura & John Mott+
Kristen Murosky
Ken & Donna Mushrush
Nancy Nardo
Mark & Debbie Neidig
Bill & Donna Netkowicz+
Dr. & Mrs. A. George Neubert
Tammy Niebauer
Keith Nordberg
Nancy O’Neill
Joe & Sue Palka
John P.
Judy L. Pattison
Judith Pelinsky
Deborah Phillips
Marsha Phillips
William Pithers
Barbara Platz
Daniel Prischak
Stephen & Mary Radack

Kathryn Raezer
Anonymous
Joe Reese
Dan & Joyce Reese
Reeves Plumbing & Heating
Elaine & Klaus Retzlaff
Carol Riblett
Allen & Charlotte Richards
Harold Richardson
Megan & Kurt Richter
Linda L. Rider
Carole Roden+
Anita Rogowski
Eileen Romeo
Donna Rose
Patrick Rose
Samantha Rose
Donna Ross+
Janet Russell
Olivia Rutkowski
Laura Rutland
Megan Sabatini
William Sabatini
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Salchli
Anthony & Wanda Salvia
Arlene C. Sandelstein
James & Katherine Scheider
Charles & Rosalie Schlaufman
Kate Schroeck
Karen Schuyler
Stan Schuyler
Jane A. Schwab
Stacy Schwalbendorf
Desirae Scott
Elaina Seawick
Anonymous
Traci Shade
Nancy Shaffer
Gary & Barbara Shapira
Judy Shapiro
Marilyn Sharp

Craig & Heidi Sheehan+
Jean Shirley
Teni & Sydni Siano
Claudia Skerlong
Karen Sloan+
Slovak National Club
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Smith
Lynette Smith
Deb & Ray Sobina
Jason Spangenberg
Bill & Amanda Speros & Family
Joyce A. Sral
Theresa Stachera
Marilynn Stadtmiller
Sr. Ann Stephanie Stano
Will Steadman
Cosette Steehler+
Frederick Stein
Louis & Ruth Stiles+
Judy Stow+
Erica Stripp
Rose Stutzman
Rick Suminski
Karen Swager
Dr. Leo & Linda Swantek
Darres Family
Sharon Taton
Andy & Michelle Tefft
John & Diane Teker
Amy Tevis
Jo L. Theisen
Lisa & David Treusch
Anonymous
Gladys Turner
Becca Turner & Greg Stelter+
Debra Uht
Studio K, Kane, PA
David & Audrey Urban
Steve Valahovic
Alyssa Valentine
John Vanco & Kelly Armor

Amy Varner
Barbara Vasquez
Catherine von Birgelen
Rutter Family
Tom & Rochelle Wager
Barbara Wagner
Susan Walczak
Donna & Robert Walkow
Maureen Walls
Declan Walz
Nisha & Rahul Warrier
Shawn Waskiewicz+
Nancy Way
Carolyn M. Welther
Joyce & William Wenrick+
Martha Wetick
Mark Wilkosz
Bonnie Williams
Jennifer Williams
Brett Wittmershaus
Anonymous
Roger Wolbert
Doleski & Wolford Orthodontics
Carol Wood
Marian Wygant
Bruce Yates
Devon Yates
Jesse & Jenna Yates
Trisha Yates
Diane & Richard Yeager
Patricia Young
Erica Zielewski

+ indicates increased giving
bold indicates new donors
Italics indicates matching gift
*Donors as of 9/13/19
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Forty-six years ago, Tim 
Roche told me that the Erie 

Playhouse needed a drummer 
for the upcoming children’s 
production of THE WIZARD 
OF OZ at the old theatre in 
Wesleyville. I said, “Sure. When 
does it open?”  He replied, 
“Thursday.” I should mention 
that he called the Monday 
before the show opened! The 
other drummer had to bail at 
the last minute. So I played 
for my first show in 1973, and 
except for about a year and a 
half period when I was working 
nights while in college, I never left.  

That phone call changed my life. I met my bride of 31 years 
through the Erie Playhouse. ‘Nuff said! Playing for the Erie 
Playhouse has broadened my musical palate.  As a self-taught 
musician, I treasure all the opportunities that I have had to play 
with so many amazing musicians who have taught me much.

By Jim Griffey

My daughter Tess, Kate, and 
Halloween brought us to the Erie 

Playhouse! 

While we were trick-or-treating, we 
ran into Kate. I knew her through 
our daughters, but I didn’t know she 
was the Youtheatre Director!  I was 
telling her about Tess’s experience in 
SOUND OF MUSIC, and she invited 
Tess and my other daughter Erin to 
audition for JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH.  She told me I’d love 
it and my kids would love it too.  The Erie Playhouse was a family 
like no other.  She wasn’t wrong on any account!  

My girls have either been in or involved in (crew, lights, etc.) every 
Youtheatre show since. I’ve met amazing, talented children, great 
parents and now we’re starting to work crew for the Mainstage 
and the family is enlarging!

I truly believe that our involvement as a family has brought us 
closer. I’ve watched my children blossom into confident young 
women who are able to speak in public, stand in front of a group 
and speak (school) and hold their own in a discussion. And as a 
backstage mom, I’m humbled by the talent, compassion and 
camaraderie of the children in every single play. 

Youtheatre is truly theatre for children by children. I can’t thank 
the supporting staff enough for teaching every part of the 
production: sound board, stage management, lighting, etc.  

By Lisa Callaghan

THE HEART OF THE ERIE PLAYHOUSE
OUR VOLUNTEERS

Lisa and Chris Callaghan

Jim Griffey
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I first got started at the Erie Playhouse 
in high school when my friend, Ethan 

Craig, encouraged me to work stage 
crew for KISS ME, KATE in 2016. One of 
my most memorable experiences was 
moving from backstage to onstage for 
FREAKY FRIDAY this past summer. The 
bond I forged with everyone involved 
in that show gave me back a sense 
of confidence that I hadn’t realized I 
was missing.  I am where I am today, 
studying to receive a BFA in Stage 
Management from Boston University, 
because of my Playhouse family.

By Nicole Schneelock

I thank God every day for the 
Erie Playhouse family.  My 

involvement with the Playhouse 
began when my daughter SaNae 
auditioned for a Youtheatre 
show.  My first impression was 
how welcoming and supportive 
everyone was and how they 
accepted SaNae and me. From 
that moment forward, our lives 
were forever changed. I went 
through a horrible divorce 
and being able to go to the 
Playhouse for her rehearsals and 
performances made me feel 
like I was important and useful.  It also brought my daughter 

During my sophomore year of 
high school, my stage manager, 

Steven George, told me that the stage 
manager at the Erie Playhouse needed 
crew members for CLYBOURNE PARK. 
He wanted to know if I’d be interested. 
I said, “Yes,” and Julie Lokahi never 
let me leave again! I’ve met so many 
wonderful people and had so many 
amazing memories, but my favorite 
day was my 17th birthday when my 
friends dragged me on stage so that 
everyone could sing to me. I felt so 
loved and like I belonged. 

The Erie Playhouse is so incredibly important to me! Because of 
the Playhouse I have decided to apply to theatre colleges for Stage 
Management rather than history as I had planned my whole life. 
Before thePlayhouse I had never had a best friend, and now I do. It is 
a spectacular centerpiece of this small city, and I am so thankful to be 
a part of it. 

By Lilium Pierce

Nicole Schneelock

out of her depression and made her feel loved and special. My most 
beautiful memory is watching my daughter take center stage for the 
opening number in her first lead role in LION KING.  I was so proud 
and emotional that I cried tremendously from start to finish. We feel so 
loved and blessed to be members of the Erie Playhouse family.

By Colette Stephens
SaNae has performed in 13 Youtheatre shows. FREAKY FRIDAY is her 6th 
Mainstage show.

Colette and SaNae Stephens

Lilium Pierce



MAINSTAGE and  
YOUTHEATRE 

WHAT A SEASON WE JUST HAD! 
While our musicals continue to be our 
best sellers, our straight plays continue 
to struggle. AND we are no exception. 
According to Alexis Soloski in “Why are 
traditional plays struggling to attract 

crowds on Broadway?,” even plays that 
“collected a stack of Tony nominations 

such as A DOLL’S HOUSE and THE GLASS 
MENAGERIE , which had the star power of 
Sally Fields, fill less than half their seats.”  

So why do we produce plays? The answer 
is simple. Plays provide a different type of 

challenge to our actors and audiences.  
Here is our year by the numbers!

 
Ticket Sales
2016-2017	 34,990
2017-2018	 31,356
2018-2019	 32,811
 

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $62,899
Production Expenses: $36,183
Performances: 11
Attendance: 3,698
Percent Capacity: 77%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $25,937
Production Expenses: $25,620
Performances: 8 public/4 school matinees
Attendance: 2,680
Percent Capacity: 51%

YOUTHEATRE
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Sponsorships
2016-2017	 $100,000
2017-2018	 $126,00
2018-2019	 $144,500

SEASON
1347 th PRODUCTION

2019
2020 

IMAGINARY CHARACTERS. REAL IMPACT.

M A I N S TA G E  S P O N S O R

Nicole Reitzel
Erie Downtown

Development Corp.

F A M I L Y  S P O N S O R



Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $32,529
Production Expenses: $16,097
Performances: 11
Attendance: 1,305
Percent Capacity: 27%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $106,330
Production Expenses: $44,627
Performances: 16
Attendance: 5,389
Percent Capacity: 65%

YOUTHEATRE

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $33,180
Production Expenses: $15,211
Performances: 8 public/4 school matinees
Attendance: 3,214
Percent Capacity: 62%
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Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $64,801
Production Expenses: $29,555
Performances: 11
Attendance: 3,363
Percent Capacity: 70%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $41,356
Production Expenses: $25,911
Performances: 11
Attendance: 1,711
Percent Capacity: 37%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $33,421
Production Expenses: $16,050
Performances: 8 public/4 school matinees
Attendance: 2,946
Percent Capacity: 52%

YOUTHEATRE
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Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $44,438
Production Expenses: $27,478
Performances: 11
Attendance: 2138
Percent Capacity: 45%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $38,861
Production Expenses: $17,996
Performances: 11
Attendance: 1,786 
Percent Capacity: 37%

Ticket & Sponsorship Revenue: $68,600
Production Expenses: $27,056
Performances: 11
Attendance: 3,476 
Percent Capacity: 73%

15

Disney

A NEW MUSICAL
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BUILDING LITERACY IN THE COMMUNITY
THROUGH THE “ART” OF STORYTELLING

PLAYtime is our Pre-K program designed to engage the SAME three 
to five year olds over a three-year span for the greatest impact. It 
uses Imagination Library books as core resources and consists of two 
thirty-minute periods, twice a week for three eight-week sessions. 
Its distinctiveness comes from the use of the arts as a vehicle for the 
experience.

PLAYtime Musical
Each year, in cooperation with the Imagination Library for Erie 
County, we present a musical based on an Imagination Library 
book. This year we produced PRETEND by Jennifer Plecas and 
presented three free performances on Saturday, April 13. After 
each performance, we offered interactive literacy-building 
activities for parents and their children as part of our “Parent & 
Me” programming.

PLAYtime is made possible by the generous support of the United Way of Erie County, our Neighborhood Assistance Program partners: 
American Tinning, Erie Insurance and UPMC Health Plan and the Erie Downtown Development Corporation.

2018-2019 PLAYtime BY THE NUMBERS
3 Fabulous Facilitators

12 PLAYtime in the PARK Presentations

27 Collaborating Classrooms:  Downtown YMCA, City 
Center Early Connections, St. Martins’ Center, St. Benedicts 
Day, Sarah Reed Hamilton Campus Care Center, Barber 
National Institute, and Edison, McKinley, Diehl, Harding, 
Pfeiffer-Burleigh and Perry Elementary Schools.

96 Teachers Touched 

726 Children Challenged

1296 Victorious Visits

When the school year ends, students can still visit PLAYtime 
downtown in our community! New last summer was PLAYtime 
in the PARK. Each Wednesday, PLAYtime staff presented a 
45-minute PLAYtime session in the park-like setting adjacent to 
the Erie Art Museum.
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DR. DORIS SNELL AWARD
LEGENDARY LOVE OF THEATRE
Congratulations to Linda Wingerter and Gary 
Daugherty, who received the Dr. Doris Snell Award 
in 2017 and 2018 respectively.  The award is named 
after its first recipient, Dr. Doris Snell, whose 
commitment to her education, community, and 
love of theatre is legendary. Linda and Gary are 
long-time performers who embody the spirit of 
this award.  Past recipients include Bob Martin, 
Judy Matthews, Roberta Stoughton, and  
Michael Malthaner.

Linda Wingerter                       Gary Daugherty

PLANNED GIVING
ENSURING THE FUTURE OF THE ERIE PLAYHOUSE

BEQUESTS     
The simplest way to make a planned gift is to name the Erie Playhouse in 
your will.  You can make a bequest of a certain dollar amount, a particular 
piece of property, a percentage of your estate, or a “residual” (what is left 
after making specific provisions for loved ones).

GIFTS FROM LIFE INSURANCE OR RETIREMENT PLANS     
Another option is to name the Erie Playhouse as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance or retirement plan. When the original purpose for such plans 
no longer applies – such as to educate children now grown or to provide 
financial security for a spouse – these assets can be redirected to help 
support a cause you value.

GIFTS THAT PAY YOU INCOME      
If you would like to support our mission and receive steady payments 
during your retirement years, a charitable gift annuity or charitable 
remainder trust may be right for you.

If you would like to discuss supporting the Erie Playhouse in 
perpetuity with a planned gift, please contact Kate Neubert-
Lechner at 814.454.2852 ext. 7 or kate@erieplayhouse.org.
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THE POWER OF COMMUNITY THEATRE

Before December 8, 2018, I don’t think I ever truly understood the 
power of community theatre; and I have been performing on 

stage for over 30 years.

My whole family of four was in the cast of MATILDA at the Erie 
Playhouse, which opened on December 6, 2018.  Our daughters, 
Hadleigh and Haven, had been very active in the Erie Playhouse 
Youtheatre for several years, and my husband and I watched every 
show from the audience, handing out programs at nearly every 
Youtheatre performance since SNOW QUEEN (2016).  We never 
imagined that we would be on stage with our daughters.

I have a degree in theatre and communication arts from Gannon 
University, so I have always had a passion for the stage.  It didn’t take 
much convincing to persuade me to audition for the mainstage 
production of OKLAHOMA! in 2017, and I was cast alongside both of 
my daughters.  My husband, Paul, was planning to help with stage 
crew. But, when a fellow cast member had to bow out of his role, 
Paul stepped into the ensemble.  He had never done a show before, 
and that was all he needed to be bitten by the theatre bug.  Since 
OKLAHOMA!, our family of four has also performed together in 
ANNIE (2017) and MATILDA (2018).

We had two opening-weekend performances of MATILDA under 
our belts, and we were excited to get back onstage for the Saturday 
night show.  Instead, Paul woke up Saturday morning with a terrible 
headache that scared me enough to call an ambulance.  I arrived 
at St. Vincent’s shortly after the ambulance, and I was immediately 
rushed into his ER room, where the doctor told me that Paul had 
a brain aneurysm that had ruptured. His prognosis was grim.  He 
needed surgery immediately, and that had to be done in Pittsburgh.  

Three agonizingly long hours later, we boarded the helicopter to 
Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh.  When we got there, the 

news did not improve.  The 
surgeon told me that it was 
unlikely that Paul would live, 
and if he did, he would almost 
certainly be altered in some 
way.  The surgeon talked 
about the strong likelihood of 
physical disabilities, mental 
disabilities, and personality 
changes.  The odds on his 
survival with no ill effects were 
nearly non-existent.  Our lives 
would never be the same.

This was the worst day of our 
lives…but this is where the 
kindness started.  During 
that three-hour wait for the helicopter, the Erie Playhouse was already 
taking care of our family.  Kate started a Go Fund Me page for our 
family, and people were already donating and reaching out to us 
before we even got off the ground in Erie.  One of our OKLAHOMA! cast 
mates, Ian Brady, was a student at Point Park University in Pittsburgh, 
and he showed up during those first few lonely hours in a Pittsburgh 
hospital waiting room, bringing food, games, and eventually, keys 
to his apartment so the girls and I would have a place to stay during 
Christmas week.  So many of our friends from the Erie Playhouse made 
the drive to Pittsburgh to see us, and many others took care of the girls 
while I was in Pittsburgh with Paul by giving them rides, dinners, and 
taking them home for more than a few Youtheatre sleepovers to help 
cheer them up.  

The show must go on…even Paul knew that, because he told the EMTs 
in the ambulance that he had a performance at the Erie Playhouse 
that night, so he really needed to get back in time for call.  Paul had a 

The Bills Family
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big solo in the opening number of the show as the doctor who 
delivers the baby Matilda. Later in the show, his character had to 
speak Russian.  It was a lot to learn, and by the time Haven told 
Richard what was going on, someone in the cast had about six 
hours to learn all of Paul’s solos, lines, and learn a scene in another 
language.  Incredibly, Michael Hipwell and Ryan Ingram played 
Paul’s roles, starting with that first Saturday night.  

After several surgeries, a permanent placement of a drainage 
shunt in his brain, long stretches of terrifyingly high blood pressure, 
and severe pain that I can’t even comprehend, Paul survived.  
Against all odds, he not only survived, but he is still the same 
person he was before this nightmare.  He does all the things I was 
told he might never do again, like walking, talking, speaking.  I 
should have known when he kept shouting his lines in Russian 
from his ICU bed that he might actually beat this, but instead I just 
told him to stop shouting in Russian because the nurses might 
think he’s suffered a stroke.

He did not get to return to the stage in MATILDA, but he did make 
it back in time to perform in SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE, just three 
short months after his near-death experience.  And to think that 
twelve hours before the aneurysm ruptured and nearly killed him, 
Paul was on stage with our friends in MATILDA; singing a solo in a 
song titled, “Miracle.”  I don’t think that was a coincidence.   

The greatest outpouring of love, support, kindness, and 
generosity that I have ever experienced came primarily from our 
Erie Playhouse family.  I could never thank you all enough for 
everything you did to support us during that awful time, and I 
don’t think any of us could have survived without our extended 
theatre family.  The Erie Playhouse is Community Theatre, in the 
very best and truest sense of those words.

By Shani Bills

SOME FACTS ABOUT  
THE PLAYHOUSE:
 
42nd Street, the last show in the 2019 fiscal year,  
was the 1,343rd production.
 
PERFORMANCE LOCATIONS
1916-1919	 Reed Hotel 
1919-1927	 Keystone Brass Foundry
1927-1965	 West 7th Street Theatre and Beachcomber Summer Tent 

Theatre
1965-1974	 Penn Theatre
1974-1983	 Cathedral Prep, Fairview High School, Gannon University, 

Iroquois Jr./Sr. High School, McDowell Intermediate, 
Mercyhurst University, Perry Square, Unitarian Society, 
Warner Theatre, Empty Store Front on West 7th Street

1983	 Erie Playhouse, 13 West 10th Street
 
EXECUTIVE MANAGERS/DIRECTORS
1916-1941	 Henry Vincent
1942-1945	 Guest Directors & Dark Years World War II
1945-1962	 Newell Tarrant
1962-1972	 Bill Cohen
1972-1972	 Jerry Brace
1972-2006	 David Matthews
2006-2017	 Almitra Clerkin
2017…	 Kate Neubert-Lechner
 
During the Newell Tarrant era, the Erie Playhouse was a professional 
theatre.  Some of the “eventually” bigger names that appeared on our 
stage were  Ann B. Davis, Rue McLanahan, Jerry Stiller, Frank Langella, 
Vic Morrow and Dom Deluise.



2018-2019 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paul Bills, Wing
Michael Burns
Sonya Byes
Thomas D. Corso
Dale DeMarco, Treasurer
Ken Dias
Bonnie Fagan, Wing
Bradley Fox, Vice President
Kristen Fry
Matt Fuchs, Secretary
Duryea Gette
Lynn Halasz

www.erieplayhouse.org
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Organization
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Sponsored by:

Michael Houston, Treasurer
Carla Hughes
Carl Larese
Mike Myer
Alan Natalie
Heidi Sheehan
Gerald Villella
Tom Wager
Sean D. Wiley
Bill Williams, President
Joanna Zurn

 

2018-2019 
STAFF
Sam Brady, Scenic & Lighting Design
Charles Corritore, Business Manager
Crystal Corritore, Costume Assistant
Kelly Craig, Marketing/Social Media Director
Brendan Daugherty, Scenic Assistant
Richard Davis, Producing Director
Domenic DelGreco, Youtheatre Director
Karen Etter, Box Office Assistant
Ryan Ingram, Costume Designer
Maeve Kirby, PLAYtime Facilitator
Julie Lokahi, Scene Shop Manager
Carolin Lynn, Box Office Manager
Teri Marshall, Development/Season Ticket Manager
Karen Nasca, PLAYtime Facilitator 
Kate Neubert-Lechner, Executive Director
Angela Pulling, House Manager
Andrew Rainbow, Music Director
Shaun Salchi, Maintenance
Trisha Yates, Education/Outreach Coordinator


